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TM THF. CLAIMS: 



1. (currently amended) A method of transacting a sealed bid competition over the 

Internet, comprising the steps of: 

providing a buyer that is intending to purchase by a sealed bid competition with computer- 
implemented means for originating a "request for bid" communication that includes bid data as 
well as a parameter of deadline; 

providing a plurality of vendors with access to the "request for bid" communication by 

means of the Internet; 

providing those vendors which choose to respond by the deadline with computer- 
implemented means for responding with "response" communications containing substantive content 
presumptively responsive to the "request for bid" communication; 

providing the buyer with access to the "response" communications by means of the Internet 
including tbft substantiv e content thereof, without computer-i mplem ented restraint thereto and 
without buyer's discretion h ein p subject t o the control of any other party, (^gS^e buyer's 
voluntary restraint is relied u pon to assure buver doesn't access th e substantive content until some 
time determined from the deadline ; 

providin g the buyer with comp uter-implemented means for originating an informal message 
and utilitie s for broadcast transmission of. during t he time p e riod b etween origination of the 
"request for bid" communirarion and ac cessin g the su b sta n tive con tent of any vendor*? "response" 
communicati on such informal message to all of the plurality of vendors whose respective contact 
data was known or othe rwise sup plied to the buve r p r evio us to th e instance of the broadcast 
transmission: and 

providing a deadline integrity log process such that c ither the buyer i a precluded from 
access to at le a st the subs tanti ve cont e nt o f the "re s ponse" communications un t il the lapse of some 
li me determined f io m the dcadlinc-or - the buyer's activity with accessing at least the substantive 
content of the "response" communications is logged s6jhat)uch log record can thereafter disclose 
if the buyer voluntarily restrained itself from accessing at least the substantive content of the 
"response" communications until the lapse of the some time determined from the deadline [[;]] 
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whereby the intc giU j/ uf the scaled bid c ompetition as U an ^ eli d o y e r the Internet is upheld 
aHe as i i n p ail by said deadline integrity process. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein: 

the deadline integrity log process comprises providing an intermediary Internet resource 
to which the responding vendors commit the "response" communications, such that the 
intermediary Internet resource can cid i cr (i) preclude the buyer's acce s s to at le a st the sub s t antive 
ee nt cu t of the "response" co mmunications until the lapse of some tim e d eter mined from the- 
deadttee-eHii) log the buyer's activity with at least the substantive content of the "response" 
communications so that such log record can thereafter disclose if the buyer voluntarily restrained 
itself from accessing at least the substantive content of the "response*' communications until the 
lapse of some time determined from the deadline. 

3. (original) The method of claim 2, wherein: 

the intermediary Internet resource comprises one or more Internet sites. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein: 

the computer-implemented means for responding includes encrypting the "response" 
communications such that decryption requires access to a specific decryption key; and 

the deadline integrity log process comprises providing a trusted party with said specific 
decryption key, such mat said trusted party can e ither (i) preclud e d ie buyer's access to said 
speeifie^dec ryption key unt il t h e la ps e of some time determin e d from the deadline or (ii) log the 
buyer's activity with said specific decryption key so that such log record can thereafter disclose 
if the buyer voluntarily restrained itself from accessing said specific decryption key until the lapse 
of some time determined from the deadline. 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim [[1]] 4, wherein: 
the trusted party comprises an intermediary Internet resource, which may include one or 
more Internet sites. 
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6. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein: 

the computer-implemented means for responding includes encoding or compressing the 
"response" communications such that decoding or decompressing requires access to a specific 
decoding or decompressing object; and 

the deadline integrity log process comprises providing a trusted party with said decoding 
or decompressing object, such that said trusted party can dfee^^eetede^c buyer's acccaa to 
said-co ding or decomp r e s sing object un t il d i e L u m o f aomc time d clcii uincd from the deadline 
er-fn) log the buyer's activity with said decoding or decompressing object so that such log record 
can thereafter disclose if the buyer voluntarily restrained itself from accessing said decoding or 
decompressing object until the lapse of some time determined from the deadline. 

7. (original) The method of claim 6, wherein: 

decoding or decompressing objects can comprise any of passwords, algorithms, or hyper- 
link branches to an Internet address. 

8. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein: 

wherein the log record is committed to machines of the buyer's at the instance(s) of the 
buyer's accessing activities with respect to the "response" communications such that the log record 
is undesirably vulnerable to unauthorized deletion, corruption or other manipulation. 

9. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein: 

the "request for bid" communication is contained in one or more web pages. 

10. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein: 

the lapse of some time determined from the deadline means a time concurrent with or later 
than the deadline. 



11 through 21. (canceled) 
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